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erally true throughoutthe district, most of this various Type-of-Farming Areas in the district,
decreaseoccurredin thenumbersof smallerfarms. In 1959, this amountedto over 83 percentof all
In 1949, farms of fewer than 220 acres in size Area IV farm land. Woodland, found mainly in
accountedfor 36 percentof all farmsandin 1959, the easternpart of the area, accountedfor 7 per-
only 28 percent.Farms of 500 acresandmorein- centof all farm land.Very little land, about3 per.
creasedin relative importancefrom 18 percent cent,was in permanentpasture.While total farm
in 1949to 26 percentin 1959.While farms in the land droppedfrom 9,574thousandacresin 1951
220 to 500 acreclassdiminished in number, they to 9,119 thousandacres in 1959, most of the de.
remainedaboutconstantin terms of their relative creaseoccurredin land other than cropland.
importance. More than one.halfof the cropland is used in

The shift toward largerfarms as farm numbers producingfour crops: spring wheat, barley, oats
decline also can he seen in the composition of and fiaxseed.Corn is producedto a limited extent,
farms when they are arrangedby sales volume primarily for silage,andsome increasehas been
classes. The proportion of commercial farms notedin soybeanacreage,althoughsoybeansaver-
(farmswith productsalesof $2,500or more) in- agedless than 3 percentof the total crop acreage
creasedfrom 72 percentof all farms in 1949 to between1954 and 1958. Sugarbeetsand potatoes
78 percentin 1959.Most significant is the increas- are highly importantcrops in certain sectionsof
ing importance of Group I commercial farms thearea,but theyrepresenta relativelysmall pro.
(farms with product salesof $10,000 or more), portion of thetotalcropacreage.
up from 17 percentin 1949to 32 percentin 1959. No significantdifferenceoccurredin the yields
While the GroupII commercial(farms with sales of the variouscropswithin the area,althoughdif-
of $2,500to $10,000)and noncommercial(farms ferenceswere noted among the size groups of
with salesof less than$2,500) farms weredisap. farms. For example,yields of duruni wheataver-
pearing, many of these units either were corn- aged 27.2 I,ushels per acre on Group I farms
bined to form larger units or consolidatedinto comparedwith 16.0 bushelson Group II farms.
largerunits,thusincreasingthe numberof Group The correspondingyields for spring wheatother
I farms (table 1). than durum were 26.1 bushelsand 21.0 bushels,

and for barley, 31.5 bushels and 26.8 bushels,
TABLE 1—NUMBER OF FARMS, AREA IV respectively.

Non. While crop farming is the prime enterprisein
All farms Group I Group II commercial .

1949 27726 4712 15218 77% Area IV, a consiaerameamount ox livestocK atso
1954 26:970 5:358 14:449 7.163 is produced.The number of cattle and calves,
1959 23,494 7,425 10794 5,275 totaling362 thousandheadin 1959, hasremained

fairly constantover the years,with changesdue

The relationshipbetweenacreagesize and sales more to the influenceof cyclical fluctuations than
volumeis also evidentin this classificationscheme. to the existenceof any trend. The trend in the
The averagesize of all Area IV farms was 355 numberof milk cows,however,is definitely down.
acresin 1954; Group I farmsaveraged667 acres The drop wasalmost one-halffrom 185 thousand
at that time, Group II, 332 acres, and noncom- headin 1939 to 96 thousandhead in 1959. The
mercial, 167 acres. numberof hogson farms almost tripled during

that period, and sheepproduction also showed
Land use and farm production some upward trend from 1949 to 1959.The num-

Topographicalconditions have given Area IV her of livestock per farm, with the exception of
the highestproportion of tillable land among the dairy cows, has shown a decided increaseover
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the years.as farmershaveattemptedto diversify vestmentin ~orth Dakota.
their operationsand to reducetheir dependence The machinery investmentper crop acreaver~
on cash crops. aged$24.96 over the 1954-58 period. Noncom.

mercial farms showeda much higher investment

TABLE 2—NUMBER OF LIVESTOCK PER FARM per acre, $29.54, than did the commercial farms
AREA IV at $24.48per acre. The per acre machineryin-

vestment on the Group I farm was about $1.00(number per farm reporttnq)
Cattle & Milk Sheep and less than that of the Group II farm.

calves cows Hogs lambs
1939 16 7 4 42 Labor utilization
1944 22 8 tO 59 -
1949 18 7 10 45 In farmingregionssuchas Area l’V, wherecash
1954 22 8 16 72 crop farming predominates,the available farm
1959 26 9 25 84 labor tends to appear underutilized relative to

standardlabor requirementsfor the variousfarm
operations.This is due primarily to the seasonal

Capital investment natureof this type of operation. In making the
Thetotal investmentin land,buildings,livestock estimates of labor utilization, farm labor data

and machineryaveraged$962,813,000during the were adjustedfor off-farm work by the operator
1954-58 period. The larger Group I farms ac- and the seasonaluse of hired and family labor.
counted for about 4:1 percent of the total and It was not possible,however, to adjust the oper-
Group II farms, about47 percent.Thus,the non- ator’s time to allow for the fact that his labor is
commercial farms, about one.fourth of the total used intensivelyduring short periodsof the year.
number of farms, accountedfor only 10 percent Thus, in determininglabor utilization on an an-
of the total investment. nual basis,it appearsthat much of the operator’s

Land and buildings constitutedabout 75 per- time is underutilized,a conditionthat is unavoid-
cent of the total investmenton commercialfarms, ablebecauseof the natureof hiswork.
livestock, F) percent and machinery 20 percent. In the caseof Area IV, it was found that only
The livestock and machinery investmentfor the 55 percent of the available labor force was effec-
GroupII farmswasrelatively more importantthan tively utilized. The performanceof tile Group I
that for GroupI farms. Cattleandcalvesmadeup farm wasmuch better than the average,reaching
morethan 87 percentof the total livestock invest- 71 percentutilization. On the smaller Group II
ment,whilehogsaccountedfor 8 percent.All other farmsthe utilization ratewas 56 percent and on
livestock accountedfor only 5 percent. noncommercialfarms, only 29 percent.

On a perfarm basis,the total investmenton the While the seasonalityproblem explains to some
Group I farm amounted to $76,910 while the extentthe reasonfor theserather low levels, Area
Group II and the noncommercialfarm investment IV comparedunfavorablyin laborutilization with
amountedto $31,056 and $14,240. respectively, othercashcrop areas.In Type-of-FarmingAreas
The averagefarm in North Dakotatendedto have VI andVIII, immediatelyto the westof Area IV,
a much higher investmentthan it did in Minne. Group I farm rateswere 77 and 75 percent re
sota. For example,the Group I farm in North spectively.Group II farmutilization ratesin both
Dakota represented an investment of $82,430, areaswere70 percent,comparedto 56 percentin
while the comparablefigure in Minnesota was Area IV. About the same differencesexistedbe.
$71,336. Most of the difference could be ac- tween the noncommercialfarms. Thus, it would
counted for by a greater land and building in- seemthat much of the labor resourceof Area IV
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is underemployed,especiallyon the smallerclasses TABLE 3—DISTRIBUTION OF CASH RECEIPTS
of farms. This would mean that if the under. AMONG COMMODITIES, AREA IV, 1954-58
utilization problem were to be corrected,further N
reorganizationis needed. All farms Group I Group II mercial

(percent)

Cash receipts and gross Income from

Cash receiptsfrom the sale of Area IV farm All crops 73 80 66 47

productsaveragedjusta little over 8 percentof the Wheat 28 29 27 Il

total cashfarm receiptsin the district during the Barley 13 II 15 15

1954-58 period. In 1959, cash receiptsamounted
to $284million. Themainsourceof incomeis crop Sugar beei~ 5 8 0

sales. This source has gradually increasedover Oafs 3 2 4 5

the years, and it accountedfor over 70 percent Ofher crops 9 II 8 5

of the total in 1959. Livestock sales contributed L~vesfockand livestock

17 percent,and dairy and poultry, 7 and 5 per- PrOd~cts
1 and calves 10 20 34 53

cent, respectively. Dairy products 7 3 II 18

Theproportion of cashreceiptsattributedto the Poultryproducts 5 4 6 9

various commoditiesduring the 1954-58 period Hogs 3 2 4 4

is shown in table 3. Among crops, the sale of Sheep and lambs I 1 I 3

wheatwas by far the most important source of ~ livestock I 2 I 2

cash receipts.The receiptsfrom sugar beet and
potato sales formed a significant proportion of $27,486,GroupII farms,$8,199,ai~disoiieonlnier-
total receipts on the Group I farms, averaging cia! farms,$2,603.Theper farm grossincomeson
20 percent,while they contributedonly 4 percent the North Dakota side of the valley were con-
on the GroupI! farms.Livestocksales,particularly sistently higherthan thoseon the Minnesotaside,
the sales of cattle and calves,producedthe most regardlessof group.
income from the livestock and livestock product
category,although Group II andnoncommercial Production expenses
farmsreceiveda substantialpart of their income An averageof $176 million per year was re-
from dairy enterprises. quired to operatethe total agricultural plant dur.

The annualgross income of all farms in Area ing the 1954-58 period. Cash expensesaveraged
IV averaged$284,389,000during the 1954.58 about80 percentof the total anddepreciationac-
period. This figure includes cash receipts from counted for the remainder. Cash expenses,rel-
farm products,governmentpaymentsandnoncash ative to depreciation,weremuch higher on Group
farm income.Commercial farms receivedalmost I farmsthan on Group II farms.
94 percentof the total; the GroupI farmsreceived Hired labor wasthe most importantsingleitem
52 percentand Group II, 42 percent.Thus, non- of expensefor Group I farms.This item amounted
commercialfarms, about26 percent of all farms, to 14 percentof the total Group I farm expenses,
receivedonly 6 percentof the area’s gross farm comparedwith 5 percentof the Group II outlays.
income. The major factor influencing this expenseis the

The averagefarm receiveda gross income of concentrationof sugarbeet andpotatoproduction
$10,544 per year during the 1954-58 period. A on the largefarms; thesecommoditiesrank high
comparisonof farm groupsshowedthat the aver- in labor requirements.The outlay for petroleum
agegross income of Group I farms amountedto productsrequiredfor machineryoperationranked
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TABLE 4—DISTRIBUTION OF PRODUCTION cia! farm operationssustaineda loss averaging
EXPENSES, AREA IV, 1954-58 almost$1 million per year over thatperiod. On a

Noncom- per farm basisthenet incometo the GroupI farm
All farms Group I Group II mercial

(percent) was $11,751; Group II averaged$3,243, and a
Production expenses 100 100 tOO 100 minus $131 went to the noncommercialfarm.

Cash farm expense 79 83 75 An incomesummarycomparingthe farm groups
Petroleum products II 10 13 is shown in the chart.
Hired labor 9 14 5 2
Feed 6 6 7 6 The unfavorableeconomicposition of the small
Fertilizer & lime 5 6 3 9 commercial and noncommercialfarms becomes
Other cash expense 48 47 47 52 more evident when returns to managementare

Depreciation 21 17 25 22 considered.Thesereturnswere estimatedby de-

ducting a 5 per cent capital cost chargeand an

secondin importanceon Group I farms and first alternative wage for the operator’s labor, from
on Group II farms. thenet incomefigure. In the caseof Group I farms,

the operatorshad sufficient resourcesunder their
Net returns commandto obtain a return of $5,701 on their

Thenet incometo Area IV farmsaveraged$109 managementskills. The resourcesof the Group
million over the 1954.58period.The noncommer- II farms were so limited that managementre-

Per farm gross income, expenses and net income, 1954- 58 average, area IV~

OCTO8ER 1962 7



ceiveda negativereturn, employment,andalmost 30 percentreceivedmore
Thiskind of analysisemphasizestheimportance income from that sourcethan from farm opera.

of therelationshipbetweenfarm size and income. tions. Of the Group II farmers, about one-third
Many of the Group II farmersaresimply operat- worked off the farm, but only 3 percent received
ing inadequate-sizedproductionunits.If they are income greaterthan farm income.
to improve their income situation and earn a re-
turn that reflects managementability, then they
must expand their operations. The returns to TABLE 5—OFF-FARM EMPLOYMENT BY FARM
managementestimate also indicates that where OPERATORS,AREA IV, 1954
thesefarmersare unableto expandor wherethey with

- . working off-farm inGornelack the ability to manageadditional resources, working off-farm 100 greater than

they would be economicallybetter off investing off-farm days or more farm income

their money elsewhereand taking employment (percent of operators)

either on anotherfarm or outsideof agriculture. Ati fa~~ 36 12 10
Group1 25 6 2

Net cashincomealso providesa usefulmeasure Group II 33 7 3
of the economicposition of farmers. This sum, Noncommercial 52 27 30

the differencebetweencashreceiptsplus govern.
ment paymentsand cash expenses,is the income
that mustprovidefor living expenses,debt retire- Interfarm comparisons
ment and capital replacement.The living stand- Ont of the most significant findings arising
ardsacceptedby somefarmersand theslow rateof from this studyis the differencebetweenGroup I
capitaldepreciationoften will allow many farmers andGroup II farmsin termsof their incomepro.
to maintain for many years,through cashflows ducing abilities. An analysis of the data shows
and capitaldepletion,what are often uneconomic that, while the larger farms spend 2.5 times
units.However,at somepoint thisprocessbecomes more on inputs per year than the smaller, they
nonsustainable,and the farm unit must be ex- produce 3.3 times the amount of gross income.
pandedor absorbedinto a moreeconomicopera- The net incomegeneratedby GroupI farmsis 3.6
tion. The $3,862 net cash income of Group II timesgreaterthan that of Group II. Thus. it can
farmershardly seemsadequateto promote farm easily be seenthat the greaterresourcebaseof
reorganizationand expansion—tosay nothing of the larger farm createsthe environmentfor pro-
the cashpositionof noncommercialfarmers.Thus, portionately larger returns per dollar of expen-
it well couldbeexpectedthatmany of thesefarms, diture.
which accountedfor almost70 percentof all farms Anothermeasureof the advantageheld by the
in 1959, would be consolidatedsometimein the largerunit as an incomeproduceris found in the
future. investment and returns to each man equivalent

This discussion is coneernedwith income de- employed on the farm. As shown in table6, the
rived from farm operations.Farmersin Area IV, largefarm expended$1.88perman for each$1.00
however,have beenable to supplementtheir in- spent on the smaller farm. The Group I farm,
comesto some degreewith off-farm employment, however,receiveda $2.20returnper man to each
While the datado not allow the measurementof $1.00 on the Group II farm. In termsof rash re-
this income,it is possibleto determinethe extent ceipts,eachman equivalentemployedon thelarge
to which farmerstake advantageof off-farm em- farm generatedcash receipts of $12,820, which
ployment opportunities.In 1954,over one-halfof wasmore than twice the $5,515cashreceiptsgen-
the noncommercialfarm operatorshad off-farm cratedperman employedon the GroupH farm.
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TABLE 6—ANNUAL AVERAGE TOTAL INPUTS, room for further adjustment in farm numbers
GROSSINCOME AND NET INCOME PER MAN and size can be seenin the proportion of small
EQUIVALENT, AREA IV, 1954.58 farms that remain (68 percentof all farms).

Ratio of The driving force toward further adjustments
Group I to -

Group I Group II Group II canbe readily found in comparisonsof the var~
Total inputs $ 8,713 $4,801 1.82 jous groupsof farms. The larger farms are at a
Gross income 13,798 6,268 2.20 distinct advantagein termsof productionand in-
Net income 5899 2,478 2.42 - . .come. While size aloneis important, significant,
‘Total inputs include production expenses less hired labor too, is the fact that thesefarmshavethe ability to
plus c~p~talcharqos. -

commandgreaterresources,especially financial,
and to managethem more efficiently. Thus, the

Summary routeto greaterreturnsis foundin expandingand

Area IV is chiefly a grain producing tegion reorganizingfarm operations.At the sametime,
dominated by the highly productive Red River many of the smaller farms are in economically
Valley. The major crops are spring wheat and nonsustainablepositions;for many of thesefarms
barley, with potatoesandsugar beetshighly im- the chancesof expandingarevery dim. For var-
portant in certain parts of the valley. The most iousreasons—theageof the operator,his inability
important livestock enterprise is the production to carry financial risk, or his lack of managerial
of cattle and calves. Cash receiptsfrom the area skills — many of thesefarmswill disappearfrom
in 1959, amountedto $284 million, the scene,

Farm numbershave beendecreasing,number. While the changesmay notappeardesirableto
ing 23,494 in 1959. The decline, however, has all concerned,they presentnothing new.Theproc-
occurredin the number of smaller farms, while essesof farm adjustmenthavebeenin operation
the number of large farms, in terms of acreage for some time. The problem lies in recognizing
size or economic classification, has steadily the changesandin adaptingto them,sothat in the
increased.Thus, much adjustmenttoward larger final analysis the adjustmentsbenefit the area
units already has takenplace. That there is still ratherthancreatinghardshipsfor the unaware.

conditions...
In the latter part of the summer,the national the trendof economicactivity where,for the first
economyappearedto continuethe halting, hesitat. time this year,a majority of the statistical mdi.
ing expansionbegun in February 1961. In July catorssignaledexpansion.BetweenJuneandJuly,
thereappearedsomeindication of a pickup in the rises were noted in industrial production, total
paceof expansionwith a correspondinglessening nonagricultural employment, personal income,
of the threatof recession.July markeda point in new ordersfor durables,unfilled orders,building
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permitsandretail sales;at thesametime, the sea- the L. S. econouiy. it suggestsa certain basic
sonafly adjusted rate of unemploymentdeclined buoyancy,inasmuchas the systemsucceededin
from 5.5percentof the civilian labor force to 5.3 weatheringa setof circumstancesin May andJune
percent. which easily could haveled to a completereversal

The promise of an expansionimplied by the of the expansion.Theseadversecircumstancesin-
June to July surge of many of the indicators dude: the precipitous stock market decline, an
was not realized in August. Between July and unseasonalslowdownin governmentorderingand
August industrial production was constant at the liquidation of steelinventorieswhich built up
the July level. At the same time, nonagricultural in anticipation of the never materialized steel
employment declined, while the seasonally ad- strike.
justed rate of civilian unemploymentrose from The trend of economicactivity in the Ninth
5.3 to 5.8 percent.Residential construction also district permits of greateroptimism about the
declined between July and August, while the future, as well as the rateof the expansion.Cur.
total value of new construction was unchanged rently available measuresindicate a July to Au-
from the July rate. In August, both F. H. A. and gust rise in nonagricultural employment, espe-
V. A. mortgageapplications(indicatorsof future cially in manufacturing,mining and construction,
ratesof residentialconstruction)fell significantly, a continuingrise in personalincome and an ap-
with F. H. A. applicationsdroppingto the lowest parentfall in therateof unemployment.Thefavor-
level sinceJuly1957. able agriculturalsituationalso continuesto be an

In the expansionarycolumn, August witnessed importantsourceof strength for the economy of
a slight rise in personalincome,as well as in de- the Ninth district.
partmentstore sales.Total retail sales,however,
were slightly below the July peak, representing
primarily a declinein automobilesales.An addi- The following selectedtopics describeparticu1ar
tional strengtheningof the expansionoccurredin aspectsof the district’s current economicscene:
August with a rise in steel production.The rise
reflectsthe fact that the excessivesteel inventories DISTRICT BANKING DEVELOPMENTS
gatheredin the spring, which operatedas a de.
pressantupon the economy, have been run off After falling in July for the first time since
and that, accordingly,steel productionmight be January,city bank loans in August and early
expectedto rise somewhatin the coming months. Septemberresumedan upwardtrend. In themonth
August also saw further advancesin the stock of August city bank loansrose $16 million.
market. This was a larger August gain than any since

The movement of the national economy in the recoveryyear of 1955. Further strengthwas
this period may be most accuratelydescribedas displayed in the first half of September,when
“sideways.” The economy,as a consequence,con- city loans rose an additional $21 million. Only
tinued to operateat a lessthan full capacitylevel, twice since 1950,havethe city banks reporteda
Moreover, the economicindicatorsfailed to sug- gain for the entire month of Septemberin excess
gest the developmentof any strong forces which of this.
would increasethe speedof the expansionin the At the country banksin the Ninth district loans
second half of 1962, significantly beyond that fell $16 million in August; although a declineof
realizedin the first half of the year. $29 million was registered in August of 1961,

Eventhis sidewaysmovement,however,may in- small changes—upand down—were registered
dicate somethingof the underlying strengthsin in Augustof mostpreviousyears.In the first half
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of Septembercountry bank loans rose$4 million, able products, which includes national security
in keeping with the Septemberpattern of other outputs. As seasonallyadjustedindexes on em-
recentyears.

In the week endedSeptember12, the total de- District growth in employment, first eight
positsof district memberbanksaveraged3.3 per. months compared with the same period in
centhigher than four weeksearlier; in the same 1961.
period oneyearearlier, a gain of 1.3 percentwas
registered.In the yearendedSeptember12, total
depositswereup 7.7 percentwith timeanddemand
depositsup 20 percentand 1 percent,respectively.

Through the twelfth of Septemberno reserve
city bank had borrowed at the FederalReserve
Bank, and countrybank borrowinghadaveraged
little morethana third of the $2.3 million average
borrowedby suchbanks in August.

NONFARM EMPLOYMENT
SHOWS EXPANSION

Employment in Ninth district nonfarm estab-
lishments expandedmore in the first threequar-
tersof this year than in the comparableperiod of
1961. Whereassuch employment last year rose
only by the usual seasonal increase, this year
some expansion has occurred beyond the usual
rise. The seasonallyadjusted index on district
nonfarm employment (1957.1959equals 100)
stood at 105.3 percentfor January1962, and in
subsequentmonths,rising by a fraction at a time,
it achievedthe level of 106.6percent in August.

Nonfarm employmentin Minnesotapassedthe
million mark in August. The number of indi-
viduals at work, excluding those on farms and
the self-employed in urban centers,was 1,003,.
986. The total is a new high; the previous high
of 997,400was set in September1960. In the dis.
trict as a whole, a significant growth in employ.
ment has takenplacein the fields of construction,
services and government.

The seasonallyadjustedindex of the industrial
use of electric power, an indicator of the output
of manufacturedproductsin the district, was up
2.5 percent in July, from the January figure.
All of the increaseoccurredin the outputof dur-
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ployinent in durableand nondurablemanufactur. eriiment projects has been an important factor.
ing are not available, the growth in employment In Montana,a few layoffsoccurredat missile site
mustbe measuredby the percentincreasefrom a areasand airbaseprojects, but the start of new
year ago. In the first eight monthsof this year, projectsprovided a net increasein job opportu-
employmentin plantsproducingdurableproducts nities. In South Dakota. employment on Titan
was up 7 percent,while in the nondurableplants, Missile projectsdeclined,but it beganto rise on

it wasup only 2 percent. the MinutemanMissile projects.
In spite of the rise in the output of minerals, The rise in retail tradeled to someexpansionof

especiallycopperand iron ore, employmentin the employmentin this field. Although information is
mining industry did not increasesignificantly. not available on total retail sales in the district,
District copper production during the first seven dataare availableon someoutlets. In terms of a
months of this year was up 8 percent from the percentagechangefrom 1961, departmentstore
correspondingperiod of 1961. Iron ore shipments salesin the first sevenmonthswere up 2 percent;
from U. S. LakeSuperiorports in this seasonto new car registrationsshowed a gain of 15 per-
September1, aggregated37.6 million gross tons, cent,andthe Bureauof Censussampleof salesby
an increaseof 18 percentoverthe tonnageshipped retail stores,which excludessalesin large retail
in thesameperiodof lastyear. In spiteof the in- chains but is the broadestcoverageavailable in
creasedproduction,employmentin districtmining thedistrict, showedan8 percentincrease.Employ.
in the first sevenmonthsof thisyearaveraged0.5 ment in trade, which includes both retail and
percentbelow the correspondingperiod of 1961. wholesale,wasup 1 percent.
However, it has been rising gradually in corn- In the field of transportation, employment
parisonwith 1961, and in Septemberit may have trendshavebeenmixed, decliningon railroadsand
reattainedlast year’s level, rising in trucking and in warehousing.The public

On the otherhand,the increasedactivity in con- utilities sectorhas showed a steady rise in em-
struction has led to a significant rise in employ- ployment. In thesetwo broad fields, district em-
ment in this field. The dollar value of contracts ployment in the first eight months was up only
awarded for commercial, industrial, educational 0.7 percentfrom the sameperiod of last year.
and religious buildings in the first seven months In finance,insuranceandrealestate.the growth
was off 14 percentfrom a yearago,but this de- in employmenthasalso sloweddown, rising only
creasewas mosethan offset by some rise in resi- 0.5 percentduring the first eight months from a
dential building anda large expansionin public year earlier.
works and in utilities. The value of contracts Personal and professional services remain
awardedfor all types of constructionwas up 5 growth industriesas consumerscontinueto spend
percent in the first sevenmonths from lastyear. a growing proportionof their incomein this area.

In residential construction, the building of l)istrict employmentherewasup 1.5percentfrom
multiple units, largely apartmenthouses,has ex- a yearearlier.
pandedsteadily. In the first sevenmonthsof this A steadyexpansionhasbeennoted in the num-
year, the number of multiple dwelling units herof instructorsemployedto educatethe grow.
authorizedby permit in this district, 86 percent ingenrollmentin public schoolsandin institutions
of the total being in theTwin Cities metropolitan of higher learning. This increaseis reflected in
area,wasup 45 percentfrom last year. the rising employmentin the governmentsector;

District employment in construction for the the first eight monthsof this year showedan em-
first eight monthsof this yearwas up 4.2 percent ployment gain of 3 percent in comparisonto the
from a year ago. The constructionon U. S. Gov. sameperiod last year.


